
Sommunity and Town Councils in Wales
Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2024

2023-24 far:
Name of body: Bodfari Community Council

Notes and

Piease roun<J all figures to nearest €,

Do not leave any boxes blank and report f0 or nil balances.
Afi must agree to the underlying financial records for
the year,

$taternent of income and expenditure/receipts ancl payments

Statenrent of balancet

Total amount of income received/receivable in the year fror* locai
taxation (precept) or levylcontribution fronr principal bodies.

Total income or receipts recorded in the cashbook minus amounts
included in line 2- lncludes support. discretionary and revenue
grants.

-l-otai expenditure or payments made to and on behalf r:f all
employees. lnclude salaries and wages, taxabie allowances,
PAYE and Nl (employees and employers), pension contributions
and termination costs. Exclude reimbursement of out-of-pockel
expenses.

Total expenditure or payments of capitat anci intere$t rnade during
the year on external borrowing (if anyi.

Tatal lralances anci reseryes at the beginning of the year as
recorded in the frnancial recsrds" Must agree to line 7 of the
previous year.

'Total expenditure or payments as recorded irr the cashbook rninus
staff costs iiine 4) and loan interest/capital repaynrents (line 5i

Tctal balances and reservec st the end ofthe year. Must equai
(1+2+3| - (4+5+6).

lncome and expenditure acc<lunts only; Enter the value of
debts owed tn the body at the year-end.

All accounts: The sum ef ali current and deposit bank accounts.
cash holdings and investments held at 31 tvlarch. This must
agree with the reconciled cashbook balance as per the bank
reconciliation.

Enter the value of
at the vear-end,

Total balances should equal line 7 above: Enter the total of
t8+9-10),

The as$et and investment register value of all fixed assets and any
other lonq-term asset$ held as at 31 March.

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 }vlarch of all loans from
third parties (including PWLB).

31 March
2023

(ti

3l March
2424

tE)

1. Balances brought
fory,rard

3. (+) Tcta,*th6r
receipts

4. {-) $tafi cOsts 1498

(-) Loan
inlerest/capital
repaymenls

0

6. {-) Totatcther
peyfiient

15175

BBSB ttlvt7^ (e) Balanms
canled forward

8. (+) Debtors

S" {+) Tr:tai cash and
investments

8S8B 12297

1S. (-) Creditor.r {I U

898811. i=} Belanr;es
carried forward

i2297

29346 286s6

0 013. Total borrowing

8500

Year endinE

12708 8988

2. {-i) lncome fron'l
iocal tarationllevy

7440

9658

I

I

t

I

I

i

5286

0

9503

0 0

12. Total fixed as$ets
and longterrn
assets



Annual Governance $tatement

We acknawledge as the members of the Council, our responsibitity for ensuring that there is a sound systern of

internal control, inciuding the preparation of the accr:unting; statements We confirm. to the best of our knr:wledEe and

belief. with respect tc the accolrnting stat*ments for lhe yeai ended 31 {\4arch 2024 that,

" Plea$e provide explanations to the external auciitr:r on a sepafate sheet for each 'no' response given; and descrihre what action is

beirrg taken to address the wsaknesses identified.

Agreed?

Yes i No*

1. W'e have put in plaoe arrfingerltent$ for:

effective financial na*agemeni durins the year; and

the preparation and approval tlf the accounting

{itatement$"

Yes

Made proper arrangeffients and

accepted responsrbrlity for

safeguarding the public rnoney and
resources in ils charge.

0, r2. We have maintained an adequate system of internat

cor:trol, inclucling measures designed to prevent afid

detect f1"aud and corruptian, and reviewed its
effecti'reness.

63. We havs taken all reasonahle steps to assure ourselve$
that there are r'ro matters cf actual or po{ential notr-

con,pliance with laws, regulatir:ns and codes of pmctice

that could have a significant {inancial effect on the ability
r.:f ttie Council to conduct rts business or on its finances.

Has only done things that it has the
legal power to do and has

sonformed to codes of practice and

standaids in the way it has done ss.

Yes

Has given all persons interested the
oppofiunity to inspect the bady's
accounts as set or:t in the notice of
audit.

6,234. 'vVe lrave provided proper opportunity for the exerctse of

eiectors' rights i* accordance with the requiren':ents of
tlre Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.

6,9Considered the financial and other
risks it faces in the operation of the

body and has dealt with theffi
properly.

$, i\re have carried oul an asse$$ment cf the risks facing
the Council and taken apptopriate steps to manage

lhose risks, inch*rding the introduction cf internai controls

andir:r external insurance cover where required.

Yes

Arranged for a competent person.

independenl of the financial contrals
and procedures, to give an oblective
view on lvhether these meet the
needs of the body.

6B6. We have maintained an adequate and effective system
qf internal audit of the accounting recclrds and control

systerns throughor,rt the year arrd have received a repclrt

{rom the internal auditor.

rJ

Yes

Disclosed everything it should have
about it$ business during the year

inelr-rding ever"rts taking place after
the year-end if relevant.

V. We have nonsidered whether any litigation, liabilities or

cornmitmsnt$, evenl$ or transactions, occurring either

durin6 or after the year-end, have a financial impact on

the Cc,uncil and, vrhere apprr:pdate, have included them

r:n lhe accounting slaterYlent$"

Considered and taken appropriate
action to address
issueslweaknesses brought to its
attention by both the internai and
external ar-rrJitors.

6,8, 238. We have taken apprrlpriate action on all rnatters raised

in previous rcports frclm inlernal and external audit.

Yes

Yes

Has met all of its responsibiiities
where it is a sole managing tru$tee

c,f a local trust or trusts.

9. Trust funds - The Council acts as sole trustee for and is

respr:nsible for managing trust fund(s)/assets. We

exclurJe transffctions related to these trusts from the

Accountrrrg Statement, ln our capacity as trustee. we

have discharged out responsibility in relation to the

accountability for the fund(s) including financial repcfting

and. if or audit.

tf, il

'YE$' means that the Council: PG Ref

Faroperly set$ its budget and
irlanrges its nroney and prepares
arrd approves its accounting
statements as prescribed by lalv.

I

t
\
I
,

Yes

{

No N/A



Additional disclosure notesn

" lncluds here *ny additional di$closures the Council sonsiders nece$$ary to aid the reedels understanding *f the aeeounti*g

statement and/or the annual gsYemance staternent.

Council approval and certification

The Cr:runcil is responeible for the preparation oithe accounting statements and the annual governance statenrent in accordance

with the requirements of the Pubiic Audil iWates) Act 2004 ithe ,Act) and the Accounis and Audit (!Vaies) Regulations 2014

1 " Expenditure under 51 37 Local Government Act 1 972 and 32 Local Government Act 2000

Seclion 137(1) of the 1972 Ac:t permits ihe Council to *pend on actrvities for which it has no other specific powers if the

Council consider* that the expenditure is in the interests of, and will bdng direct benefit ta. the area or any part of it, or all or

some of its inhabitarrts, providing that the benefit is cornmensurate with the expenditure, Sectiorr 137(3) also perrnits the

CoLincil to incur expenditure for certain charitable and other purposes. The maximum expendrture that can be incurred under

both section 137(1) and (3) for the ftnancial year 2023-24 was f9.93 per eiector.

paymentstotalling I.]I, dt4 within 'Otherln the urrdert3408 36 These rrrr:lucled2A23 24, made sectionliaymentsCor"rncil

in the Statement.Acc0untingpaynrents'

\t |i\ {*^*- 2:'L\Minute ref:

RFO signature:

(w
Name: IYBn(r,&-l.iame: MrsMHEubank

t( {r"'...ry ->n z-,+Date:Oate; 24tn Aprril 2024

The foltowing information is provided to assist the reader to understand the accounting staternent andior the Annual

Govsrnanse Statement

2. lmpoftantln{srrnation

?023-2024 BCC Accounts. Il"tain Accourrt Balance 31st lVlarch 2024

A* of the 31st March 2024, Bodfari Comrnunity Council's (BCC) Main Bank A*count balance contained i) a ringfenced

amount {f6213.81) from lottery grants and fundraising that }s not for generai spend" ii) two issued but uncashed chegues iii)

a fudher contract paynrent for esserrtial wcrt on ihe recreatiqn grourrd. Fur-thermor*. at the BfiC meeting of the 9th Aprii

?024, seven signed cheque$ were agreed for payrnent (prior to receipt of the April precept) This spend would have taken the

tsCC Main Bank account into negativs balance, requiring transfer of funds from the BCC reserve accounl. However, BCC's

uurrent financial policy specifies that the reserve account requires a balance of 3 months average tsCC expenditure to ensr:re

irnrnediate available funds for unforeseen emergency work that cannot be budgeted fr:r. This includes, in particular,

mainteining Bsdfari's large recreation ground via essential tree work 1 removal and ather repairs so it is safe for risers. Siven

the lirst Precept payment is recervecj at the end of April 2Q24, as BCC RFC I walrted to provrde the context or-rtlined above io

clarify that we have submitted the 24-25 precept claim for budgeted required spend, whilsl maintaining the ringfenced and

regerye funds required for specific / ernergency spend respectively.
- BCC's ring-fenced money has increased due to receipt of an insurance cJaim (t2,390.80) in January 2024 far two marquees

bought t-lsing community raised funds to host summer events in the vitlage, which were severely storm-damaged. Summer

20!3 events were can*elled due to this freak v/eather event. and the claimed funds have not yel been spent sn leplacing ths
rnarquee$.

Approval by the Council

I cunfirm that these accounting statements and Annual
Governance Slalement were approved by the Council

under minute reference:

Certificatlon by the RFO

I certify that the accounting statempnts contained in this Annual
Return present tairty the financial position sf the Council, and its

inceme and expenditure. or properly pre$ent receipts and

pfty,nefits, as the ca,se may be, for the year encled

3'1 lVlar*h 2024.

Chair signature:



I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31

March 2024 of Bodfari Community Council. My audit has been conducted on
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor
General for Wales.

Audit opinion: Unqualified

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my aftention to give cause for
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

r has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
o that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
. is not consistent with the Council's governance arangements; and
r that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Other matters and recommendations

I draw the Council's attention to the following matters and recommendations which
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council:

Papers circulated to rnembers

The Council has not published has not published papers that have been circulated to
members in advance of meetings as required by the Local Government (Democracy)
(Wales)Act 2013.

lnvalid VAT numbers on invoices paid

The Council incurs VAT on many of the payments it makes during the year. Our audit
identified that one supplier's invoices charged VAT but did not include a valid VAT
number. This means that this company is not registered for VAT under that particular
VAT number. There is a risk that the Council has incurred excess expenditure, paying
VAT that was not due to be paid. As a consequence of this, the Council should not
reclaim the VAT from HRMC. We recommend that:

the Council investigates why its supplier has charged VAT using an invalid VAT
number
amends its VAT returns and reports the issue to HMRC

Page 1 of 2 - Auditor General's report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh or
English I cysylltwch 5 ni'n Gymraeg neu'n Saesneg.
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There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council's attention.

Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

OatetOgl],,U2Oz4

Page 2 of 2 - Auditor General's report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh or

English / Cysylltwch 6 ni'n Gymraeg neu'n Saesneg.
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Annual internal audit report to:

Name of body:

The Council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,

has included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected

to be in operation during the financial year ending 31 March 2024.

The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council's needs and planned coverage. On the basis of

the findings in the areas exarnined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised

in this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and the internal audit conclusions on whether,

in all significant respects, the following control objectives were berng achieved throughout the financial year to a

standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council.

oo fA Lt MfvruN r-Tco

Agreed?

Yes
ifauditthe

internal
to

as part of

1, Appropriate books of account have

been properly kePt throughout the
year.

2. Financial regulations have been

met, payments were supporled bY

invoices, expenditure was approved

and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.

t EX cE€r f oA ISS(,F
, ltr rNT€ENr1g 'fttJ0l1

re?oFi-_-r

3. The body assessed the significant

risks to achieving its objectives and

reviewed the adequacY of
arrangements these

4. The annual precepUlevylresource

demand requirement resulted from

an adequate budgetary Process,
progress against the budget was
regularly monitored, and reserves

were approPriate.

/
properly recorded and PromPtlY

banked, and VAT was aPProPriatelY

accounted for.

prices,received,
5. Expected

6. Petty cash Payments
supported by receiPts,

appropriately
was approved

7. Salaries to emPloYees and

allowances to members were Paid
in accordance with minuted

approvals, and PAYE and Nl

requirements were properly applied'

L Asset and investment registers

were comPlete, accurate, and

propedy maintained.

No* NIA Not
covered**

/"

/ No pETrY tAg-4



Agreed?

Yes No* N/A

covered**
internal

of
ifthe reguired

detailed presentedreport

9. Periodic and year-end bank account
reconciliations were properly carried

out.

10. Accounting statemenls prepared

during the year were prepared on

the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments/income and

expenditure), agreed with the
cashbook, were supported by an

adequate audit trail from underlying
records, and where appropriate,
debtors and creditors were properly
recorded.

't1. Trust funds (including charitable
trusts)" The Council has met its
responsibilities as a trustee.

For any risk areas identified by the Council (list any other risk areas below or on separate sheets if needed) adequate
controls existed:

Outline of work undertaken as part of
the internal
detailed internal
to body)

Yes Not
covered**

!

i
I

l

i

i
I

1

t

I

I
I

43.

14.I

I

I

* lf the response is 'no', please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified

(add separate sheets if needed)"

"" lf the response is 'not covered', please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is nexl

planned, or if coverage is not required, internal audit must explain why not.

[My detailed findings recommendations which I draw to the attention of the Council are included in my detailed report to the

Council dated ,l " Delete if no report prepared

I nternal audit confi rmation

liwe confirrn that as the Council's internal auditor, l/we have not been involved in a management or administrative role within the

body (including preparation of the accounts) or as a member of the body during the financial years 2A22-23 and 2023-24. I also

confirm that there are no conflicts of interest surrounding my appointment.

who carried internal audit:Name of person

carried out the internal audit:

Not

No* N/A

12.

t

Signature of

Date: A o

$ERur ctJ


